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Thank you to everyone who participated and contributed to these two worthwhile charities. We raised nearly £200.00 for Christmas Jumper Day and Children in Need.   Thank you also for your generous Christmas cards and gifts, and your donations towards the Christmas parties, they are very much appreciated.
Children’s learning and development

The Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage; Setting the standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to five (EYFS, 2024) sets the standards that all early years providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept happy and safe.   The key aspects include quality and consistency, a secure foundation, partnership working and equality of opportunity.  The EYFS begins from birth and continues through to the end of the Reception year at Primary School.   There are seven areas of learning and development - three prime areas and four specific

Prime

•
communication and language

•
physical development

•
personal, social and emotional development

Specific

•
literacy

•
mathematics 
•
understanding the world, and

•
expressive arts and design
Our aim is to empower children by providing an environment that encourages thinking and offers opportunities to explore a range of experiences and ideas.  Learning is often a social experience where children learn from each other, learn how to be with each other and learn new skills and ideas.   Each child’s individual needs are identified by observing them in their play and using this as the basis for our planning.  We hope that children develop an awareness of the learning process and have a positive approach to learning new things by being self-motivated, confident and independent.   
Our curriculum approaches
Some learning is hierarchical, you need to learn things in a certain order and you need to be secure in the earlier steps before you move onto new content, but some learning isn’t like this. For example, as children learn more vocabulary, they will learn lots of different words. We don’t have a list of the order of learning.  We need to know your children, spend time with them, working with and alongside, observing what they do, how, what and who with.  We constantly ask ourselves, do we know enough about children and their learning? Are they making progress in our curriculum?   We use three main techniques to ensure that our teaching and learning ensures children are engaged and adding to their skills, knowledge and understanding - scaffolding, feedback and metacognition.
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Scaffolding means that we give a child just enough help to do something which they couldn’t do independently. We gradually reduce the help until the child is independent. It’s a powerful technique for all children. It helps all children work towards the same learning goals as other children, with additional help along the way. Feedback means that we give children precise information about how well they are achieving something. That means that we need to talk with children first, or during their activity, about what their intention is. Feedback is sensitive, and it avoids general praise. It focuses on process and effort, as well as the final result. It helps children to improve their learning. We can usefully encourage children to seek feedback from each other.  Metacognition is about children’s ability to plan ahead, monitor how well they are doing, make adaptations as they go, and review the final result of what they have been doing. 
That means providing challenging activities for children, to encourage them to think ahead and adapt as they go (e.g. riding a balance bike through an obstacle course). It means we need to talk to children about their thinking, planning, and end result. We do this through our displays that celebrate children’s learning, and also EYLog.  We can usefully model metacognition, and talk about thinking and planning with children so that they view themselves as confident, successful learners, which of course, they are.

Learning outside
The outside learning environment is as important as the indoor provision and we aim to be outside in all types of weather to develop physical skills and intellectual development.   
The wide range of activities offered outside supports children’s learning in all areas of the curriculum.  Nature-based education connects awareness of self, family, community, and the natural world through the development of personal and social responsibility.   
The outdoor nursery uses nature-based education as a foundation for all learning in early childhood. Art, literacy, science, early maths, and personal, social-emotional learning are taught through real-world interactions using an inquiry-based learning model in a natural setting.  Our indoor and outdoor spaces serve as blank canvases, enabling teachers to create and recreate the physical space to meet each child’s needs. These changes offer new and unique challenges that allow children to grow across all domains through interaction with others and the world around them. Each day consists of varied learning opportunities through both structured and unstructured play, sensory play, gross and fine motor development, dramatic play, exploratory learning, literacy, early maths, and art in all of its forms.   The mud kitchen is an exciting place for children to explore but it does mean that some clothes get a little messy – please appreciate the importance of this type of exploratory play and do not put children in their best clothes for school as we cannot guarantee that they come home dressed as cleanly as when they came.      

Key workers

Children thrive from a base of loving and secure relationships, formed initially by family relationships but continued at School.  A key person is a named member of staff with responsibilities for a small group of children who helps those children in the group feel safe and cared for. The role is an important one and it involves the key person in responding sensitively to children’s feelings and behaviours and meeting emotional needs by giving reassurance.   That person is a familiar figure who is accessible and available as a point of contact for parents and one who builds relationships with the child and parents or carers.     
Whilst the class teacher has overall responsibility for the teaching, learning and development of all children in the class, the Keyworker responsibilities are split between the members of staff in each room.  There are displays on each classroom door with photographs of staff for easy identification, and, you should have a Children’s Information Pack noting your child’s key worker.
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Week commencing 19thth January is “We are artists” week and we have lots of exciting experiments planned. On Wednesday 21st we have Salt Pots coming to School to work with the children using the medium of clay.  

Week commencing 26th January is Big Bird Watch so we will use our binoculars to see what different species we have in our local area. We have signed up for lots of resources to share with you, but here’s the website https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch.  Wednesday 28th January we have the owls visiting both in the morning & the afternoon.
Wednesday 4th February the Flouride Varnish team are here – don’t forget to complete your consent if you would like your child to participate. 
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NSPCC number day is Friday February 6th there will be lots of number experiences on offer.  Come wearing a number on your clothes (please don’t buy anything new).

Week commencing 9th to 15th February is Children’s Mental Health week – we have lots of interesting experiences planned such as story massage and connecting with nature in the wilderness garden.  

On Wednesday 11th February we would like to invite Grandparents (maximum 2 per child please) to join us for a stay and play session in each classroom between 9 and 10.00.  
Please let us know via email to office@hirstwoodnscc.co.uk if you are planning on attending.  We may have to restrict numbers to 1 per child if we have an overwhelming response due to classroom sizes.  We look forward to seeing you.
Enrichment & enhancement

We are proud to offer additional opportunities for children to acquire new knowledge and skills.  These are enjoyed by groups of children over the course of a term, and each child will receive a handout for you to be able to support their learning at home.  These are described in more detail below:

All Aboard 
This small group work focusses on increasing children’s speaking, listening and attention skills.   It promotes confidence in asking and answering questions, taking turns and talking for different purposes.  Being part of All Aboard doesn’t necessarily indicate that children have communication difficulties, it could be that they just respond better to less children in a smaller group to therefore feel more comfortable in sharing their ideas and contributions, or they are acting as an amazing role model for others.  Ruth Peacock supports this group.
Little Voices
Using Launchpad for Literacy we hope to identify and clarify speech and language next steps for children. This will allow us plan for language enrichment during their sessions. This will be a personalised provision that will be different for different children to support communication
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Forest School 
Ruth B is our qualified Forest School lead.  Being part of this group gives your child an opportunity to enjoy the great outdoors and to take part in exciting and challenging activities like bug-hunting, building shelters and enjoying a hot chocolate around the camp-fire. Forest School is one of the ways that we help children to grow in confidence.  All sessions are rigorously risk assessed, plus an increased adult to child ratio.  We are very lucky to have both the Wilderness Garden and the fire and tools area. 
Storytellers 
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Vanessa runs this group and it is aimed at enhancing children’s inferential comprehension, their levels of prediction and extending their vocabulary.  There will be a different range of books introduced to children to develop different skills such as inferential comprehensive and anticipating repeated refrains.  
Music and movement
Claire is facilitating this group.  Creative movement gives each child the opportunity to respond at their own level and express themselves. Few other art forms or skills allow that amount of adaptability and when responding to music on an individual basis, there is no right or wrong way to do it - allow your body the freedom of expression and just go with it.   

LauLau® Songdrawing
Laulau Songdrawing group is a small, weekly session led by Rebecca. Over six weeks, children will take part in multi-sensory activities where singing, drawing, movement, and imaginative storytelling are woven together. Songdrawing offers children a joyful and engaging context to develop communication, expression, and interaction.
All children have the opportunity to engage in the enrichments, on rotation and lists are reviewed half termly to ensure equality of opportunity. For all extra-curricular opportunities, you will be provided with a handout to give you more information about how you can add to the experience at home.
Attendance

Your child’s attendance is really important to their academic attainment, social skills and overall wellbeing.   We will

· phone you each day your child is absent to get an update (unless we hear from you)
· help by referring to Health Visitor, housing advice, benefits sign posting if you need additional support or Early Help for you and your family 
· if you regularly don’t attend on a particular session, can we change your pattern of attendance so that it might things easier for you attend?
· if needed, we offer before and after school provision from 7.45am to 5.45pm

· track attendance on a weekly basis – this is supportive to see if there is anything that we can do to help

· Celebrate each child’s attendance with a half termly certificate

· We open the door every day at 8.55am, enabling you to drop off at Hirst Wood first and then drop siblings at their primary School.  Please collect your children before going to Saltaire Primary School as we often have meetings after School and if you need after School care we have our amazing Sunshine Club available 
· If your child is regularly late they are missing key learning opportunities crucial to their progress – please be on time wherever possible
· Please let us know if your child has an appointment so we can ensure that we order a lunchtime meal for them.  Similarly, if you need to collect early for any reason, please arrange this in advance by calling the office on 01274 584368 as a member of staff will bring your child to you.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Birthday celebrations at Hirst Wood Nursery School
As we have children with severe food allergies, we would ask that you do not bring any food items in to celebrate birthdays.  We appreciate your generosity in wanting to celebrate your child’s special day with others but we will do this with a birthday card and bubbles. Thank you for supporting us in keeping our whole School safe. 
Staffing updates
We have a new Lunchtime Teaching Assistant joining us, Linda who will work with both classes.  We are delighted to share with you that Rosy, specialist teacher is expecting a baby and will go on maternity leave beginning of May, this is exciting news and we wish her the very best of luck.  

Welcome back to our returning children and a big hello to our new families starting this term.  Wishing you a happy new year.  Hirst Wood is a special place and we are pleased that you are all part of our School community.





Teaching and Learning


Part of our focus this term will be to settle new children in that they feel happy, secure and confident in their new environment.  We will also be looking at extending the returning children in their learning.  We will consider areas that encourage children's curiosity and desire to know 'how the world works' as well as following children's own particular interests.  Teachers plan daily and weekly to provide a varied programme of challenging activities to develop all areas of learning. Planning for all classes is updated on the noticeboards outside each classroom and outside Reception.  This information is also updated weekly on website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.hirstwoodnscc.co.uk" �www.hirstwoodnscc.co.uk� (log in top right-hand corner) but is available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.hirstwoodnscc.co.uk/website/weekly_nursery_plan_for_parents/255843" �https://www.hirstwoodnscc.co.uk/website/weekly_nursery_plan_for_parents/255843�.   





We also plan adult facilitated activities for small groups and individuals to support particular learning outcomes which provides a focus for both adult planned activities and for enhancements and provocation to our continuous provision. We will explain to you what we are doing and how this supports your child's learning feel free to ask members of staff about how the experiences and activities on offer support children’s growing independence and develop particular skills such as speaking and listening, cooperative play and building and maintaining relationships - send a message via EYLog or email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:office@hirstwoodnscc.co.uk" �office@hirstwoodnscc.co.uk�.  





We aim to work in genuine partnership so we are keen to hear your concerns, comments and compliments.   Don’t forget to check your child’s pigeon hole (outside the classroom, labelled with your child’s name) to receive copies of correspondence. Copies of the weekly lunch menus are displayed in each of the classroom noticeboards for you to review, alongside our half termly themed weeks including two different meals.




















Remember, remember


Snack is provided for children both morning and afternoon, we ask for a donation of what you can afford to pay – envelopes will be provided.  Thank you.  





Lunch is £2.35 per day and is payable to Bradford Metropolitan District Council via 


Parent Pay – you can pay this either online or by card.  


It is worth checking to see if you qualify for Free School Meals  


� HYPERLINK "http://www.bradford.gov.uk/bmdc/advice_benefits_and.../" �www.bradford.gov.uk/bmdc/advice_benefits_and.../�


free_school_meals





* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


Please could we ask for all new starters to bring a copy of their birth certificate to Reception to be photocopied for our records?  Thank you.


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *





PRIMARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2026


MUST be submitted by 15th January at the latest.  We recommend that you take the opportunity to make use of all 5 choices for Primary Schools.  If you need any support or have any questions, you can email � HYPERLINK "mailto:Primaryadmissions@bradford.gov.uk" �Primaryadmissions@bradford.gov.uk� or see the website for information


� HYPERLINK "https://www.bradford.gov.uk/education-and-skills/school-admissions/apply-for-a-place-at-one-of-bradford-districts-schools/" �https://www.bradford.gov.uk/education-and-skills/school-admissions/apply-for-a-place-at-one-of-bradford-districts-schools/�





If your child is officially offset, you must ensure that you have communicated with Primary Admissions directly as you will not have received a paper copy as a reminder.





* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * **


School closes on Friday 13th February for half term and 


we re-open on Monday 23rd February





* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * **





Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook hirstwoodnursery and 


Instagram hirstwoodnursery_school








