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 “We are a Community” week 23rd November 
we will be looking at various different festivals, how people celebrate and the uniqueness of each child and their family and our local world.  We will be collecting on behalf of Homeless not Hopeless charity, if you are happy to, please donate items of non-perishable food, scarves & gloves - there will be a box in Reception which will be there until the last week of term when we arrange a collection.  
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We are proud to be part of the Saltaire Living Advent Calendar that starts 1st to 31st December, please take a look at our window that is to the rear of the building on Carlton Avenue.  Our theme this year is When Santa got stuck up the chimney.  All children will work collaboratively on their own designs and choice of media. Here is a link to the windows participating  https://saltaireinspired.org.uk/advent24/
Wednesday 9th December at 3.30 to 4.15
Join us for a Christmas walk in the local environment to view some of the wonderful living advent windows and local historic features, ending with shortbread and hot chocolate.  This is an event for parents and children, unfortunately we cannot take unaccompanied children due to ratios, health & safety.  RSVP your attendance to office@hirstwoodnscc.co.uk
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Our annual Christmas lunches will be on Tuesday 8th and Thursday 10th December.   Ale and Danni go to a huge amount of effort to make the occasions special and the dining room is festively decorated.  We have lots of themed lunches planned for the rest of the academic year and will let you know in advance so you can discuss these with your children. 
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Wednesday 9th December - Christmas jumper day 

Don’t forget to get your festive attire ready (no pressure to buy anything new).  Children are encouraged to wear a Christmas Jumper as part of ITV text Santa appeal that suggests £2 donation per child to raise funds for Macmillan Cancer and Make-A-Wish.      

Wednesday 16th December 3.30 to 4.15

Christmas crafting – come join your child in the classroom for festive fun wrapped up in glitter and songs. Festive music in the background, a chance to chat with other parents, and enough glitter to last until spring.  No artistic talent required! Just bring yourselves and wear clothes you don't mind getting paint or glue on.  RSVP to office@hirstwoodnscc.co.uk if you would like to join us 
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Volunteers required to help wrap books for Christmas gifts.

If you have a couple of hours spare, we would appreciate your time and support.  Wrapping paper, sellotape, tea/coffee and biscuits supplied.  Please let Caroline in the Office know if you can help. Thank you for your support.


Christmas parties will be on Tuesday 15th and Thursday 17th December in the afternoon.   If you are happy to contribute towards the party we usually ask for a small donation of the following items:
· cheese spread sandwiches          
· jam sandwiches    

· vegetable pakora                          
·  raisins   






· fruit
                                                
· crisps

· biscuits / individual cakes 
 (no nuts please)
     

Sign up sheets outside each classroom, thank you in advance.  There may be a special visitor … who could it be?
Don’t forget that we are celebrating high levels of attendance, so please try to attend every session - good School habits start early.  Thank you 
Just a reminder that we have a Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/hirstwoodnursery/ and an 
Instagram account Hirstwoodnursery_school
Dear parents and carers,
As the end of the year approaches, I wanted to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a very happy Christmas and a peaceful, healthy and happy New Year.   As many of you will know, I am leaving the School at Christmas to retire.  It is with mixed emotions that I say goodbye, but I feel incredibly fortunate to have had the opportunity to get to know so many of you and, most importantly, your wonderful children.  It has been a real privilege to be part of their lives and to watch them grow, learn and flourish. I will look back on my time at the school with enormous pride and gratitude, and I will treasure the many memories I have made along the way.

I wish the school every success for the future and hope it continues to be a happy and special place for many years to come.  I know that I am leaving it in capable hands.  
With very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, and a heartfelt thank you for everything.

Warmest wishes,

Jayne Taylor 

Headteacher

We close for Christmas on Friday 18th December.  May we take this opportunity to wish you and your family a very happy festive break and our very best wishes for the new year.  We have a training day on Monday 4th January so are closed to children, but we reopen on Tuesday 5th.   We have new children joining us in January and we are sure that you will make them and their family feel welcomed as part of the Hirst Wood community.   
We have lots of exciting things happening this half term.  It’s a special time of year for children as they are learning about different festivals and celebrations so please send us photographs of what you are doing as a family as these are things that we enjoy talking to the children about.  Don’t forget to check your child’s pigeon hole for communication.   For children who attend Sunshine Club (after School) we have put an extra set of pigeon holes in the community room so you can pick up your child’s documents from there.  The planning for each class is displayed outside the classroom with a copy for you to take home, plus the rhyme of the week.  It is also available on the website  � HYPERLINK "https://www.hirstwoodnscc.co.uk/website/weekly_nursery_plan_for_parents/255843" �https://www.hirstwoodnscc.co.uk/website/weekly_nursery_plan_for_parents/255843� 





Reception applications for entry September 2027


The application deadline for a primary school place in the Bradford District is 15 January 2027. The admissions window is open between 16 November 2026 and 15 January 2027 for children starting reception in September 2027.   If your child has a formal offset agreed please contact the Admissions Team for a paper application form as you’re unable to apply through the online system. Some schools require you to fill in a Supplementary Information Form (SIF) directly as well which may have an earlier closing date than the council application. 





Our first event this half term is our Nursery at Night on Wednesday 4th November from 3.30 to 4.15.  Please RSVP to � HYPERLINK "mailto:office@Hirstwoodnscc.co.uk" �office@Hirstwoodnscc.co.uk� if you would like to attend.








To support Children in Need this year we have various events, starting with our annual cake stall on Wednesday 11th November (apologies we initially thought it would be the week after) all donations welcome (no nuts please).  The stall will be located in Reception and will be open at drop off and pick up times.   Children are invited to dress up in their best Pudsey outfit (sensible school appropriate footwear please), and we will be hosting a dance party morning and afternoon.  There will be a donation box in Reception if you would like to contribute to this worthy cause.





Road safety week 16th to 20th November


We will use this opportunity to reinforce road safety messages to the children in a developmentally appropriate way.  








